Grade 8 Social Studies: The Dividing Nation

Transfer

ESTABLISHED GOALS:

Competencies:

Comprehension: Identify and explain concepts,
ideas, and processes in the social sciences in
order to be an informed citizen.

Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situation, and
arguments using primary and secondary sources
in order to identify and appraise multiple
perspectives as they apply to current and
historical issues.

Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support
conclusions using specific and relevant evidence
in order to solve complex problems and take
informed action.

Content Standards:

Analyzing influences on historical
perspectives

Using multiple historical sources

Using questioning techniques to pursue
further inquiry

Evaluating cause and effect relationships
Organizing evidence into a coherent
argument

Examining the origins and impact of laws
and agreements

Explaining the relevance of personal
interests and perspectives

Assessing how laws address public issues
Analyzing the causes and effects of public
policies

Explaining how innovation impacts
cultural practices

Students will be able to independently use their learning to better understand the present and

prepare for the future.

Meaning

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that...
® geographic expansion can lead to conflict over
scarcity of resources.
e wars are sometimes fought for just reasons.
® compromise can be a viable alternative to armed
conflict.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
e What happens when two or more different

cultures clash?
e When and how is it acceptable for people to
engage in war?

Acquisition

Students will know...

e that Manifest Destiny is the claim that America’s
Westward Expansion was both justified and
inevitable.

e that various attempts at compromise were made
on the issue of slavery in America.

e that the expansion of slavery into the Western
Territories threatened to divide America.

e that the American Civil War tested the union’s
ability to endure.

Key Terms, Figures, and Events:
®  Manifest Destiny

Louisiana Purchase

Trail of Tears

Oregon Trail

Cotton Gin

Immigrant

Abolitionist

2nd Great Awakening

Students will be skilled at...

e Explaining the impact of economic
decisions

e Evaluating alternative solutions

e Explaining the impact of supply and
demand on a market

e Analyzing connections in history

e C(lassifying Events

e Using questioning techniques to
analyze historical significance

e Analyzing influences on historical
perspectives

e Explaining influences on historical
perspectives

e Analyzing the influence of perspective
on the historical record

e Using multiple historical sources

e Using questioning techniques to
pursue further inquiry




e Analyzing the relationships Explaining the e Antebellum Period e Evaluating cause and effect
impact of economic decisions and ® Missouri Compromise relationships
. . . ® Kansas-Nebraska Act . . . .
evaluating alternative solutions ) e Examining the origins and impact of
®  Popular Sovereignty
e Abraham Lincoln laws and agreements
® Harriet Tubman ® Assessing how laws address public
e John Brown issues
e Analyzing the causes and effects of
public policies
e Comparing means of changing society
over time
e Comparing and contrasting cultural
and environmental characteristics
® Analyzing cause and effect
relationships
Content Area Literacy Standards 21 Century Skills
e RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources e Think Creatively
® RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas of information of a primary or secondary source; provide an e Reason Effectively
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions .
. . , o . . . e Communicate Clearly
® RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies .
(e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are raised or lowered) ® Manage Goals and Time
e WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, o Be Self-directed Learners

scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes
e WHST.6-8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on

how well purpose and audience have been addressed




