
 Civics: Founda�ons of American Democracy 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.Civ.1.9-12. Dis�nguish the powers and 

 responsibili�es of local, state, tribal, na�onal, and 
 interna�onal civic and poli�cal ins�tu�ons. 

 ●  D2.Civ.3.9-12. Analyze the impact of 
 cons�tu�ons, laws, trea�es, and interna�onal 
 agreements on the maintenance of na�onal and 
 interna�onal order. 

 ●  D2.Civ.4.9-12. Explain how the U.S. Cons�tu�on 
 establishes a system of government that has 
 powers, responsibili�es, and limits that have 
 changed over �me and that are s�ll contested. 

 ●  D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, 
 and emerging means of changing socie�es, 
 promo�ng the common good, and protec�ng 
 rights. 

 ●  D2.His.4.9-12. Analyze complex and interac�ng 
 factors that influenced the perspec�ves of people 
 during different historical eras. 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning  to evaluate the proper role of the 
 en�re US government to make informed decisions. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  American Revolu�onary history exerted an 
 influence on founding documents. 

 ●  Federalism is a dis�nc�ve characteris�c of the 
 American government. 

 ●  there are several dis�nc�ve characteris�cs of 
 the American government. 

 ●  there is a fundamental tension between 
 majority rule and minority rights. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 ●  Could the Cons�tu�on have been wri�en 

 without compromise? 
 ●  Is a strong federal system the most effec�ve 

 government for the United States? 
 ●  Which level of government, federal or state, 

 can best solve our na�on’s problems? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know…  .          

 ●  that core values of the American government, 
 including individualism, equality of 
 opportunity, free enterprise, rule of law, and 
 limited government. 

 ●  that factor contributes to the development of 
 an individual’s poli�cal a�tudes and values 
 through the process of poli�cal socializa�on. 

 ●  that other countries’ values have affected and 
 been affected by the United States. 

 ●  the rela�ve importance of major poli�cal 
 events to the development of individual 
 poli�cal a�tudes. 

 ●  the U.S. government is based on ideas of 
 limited government, including natural rights, 
 popular sovereignty, republicanism, and social 
 contract. 

 Students will be skilled at… 
 ●  comparing and contras�ng powers and 

 responsibili�es. 
 ●  analyzing factors that impact na�onal and 

 interna�onal affairs. 
 ●  explaining changes over �me. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of societal change over 

 �me. 
 ●  analyzing influences on historical perspec�ves. 
 ●  analyzing the influence of perspec�ve on the 

 historical record. 
 ●  analyzing the rela�onship between primary 

 and secondary sources. 



 ●  D2.His.6.9-12. Analyze the ways in which the 
 perspec�ves of those wri�ng history shaped the 
 history that they produced. 

 ●  D2.His.9.9-12. Analyze the rela�onship between 
 historical sources and the secondary 
 interpreta�ons made from them. 

 ●  the Declara�on of Independence provides a 
 founda�on for popular sovereignty, while the 
 U.S. Cons�tu�on provides the blueprint for a 
 unique form of poli�cal democracy in the U.S. 

 ●  that representa�ve democracies can take 
 several forms. 

 ●  that different aspects of the U.S. Cons�tu�on 
 as well as the debate between Federalist No. 
 10 and Brutus No. 1 reflect the tension 
 between the broad par�cipatory model and 
 the more filtered par�cipa�on of the pluralist 
 and elite models. 

 ●  that the three models of representa�ve 
 democracy con�nue to be reflected in 
 contemporary ins�tu�ons and poli�cal 
 behavior. 

 ●  that arguments made in Federalist No. 10 and 
 Brutus 1 influenced American poli�cal 
 discourse regarding the comparisons between 
 big and small governments. 

 ●  that there are mul�ple access points for 
 stakeholders and ins�tu�ons to influence 
 public policy. 

 ●  the exclusive and concurrent powers of the 
 na�onal and state governments help explain 
 the nego�a�ons over the balance of power 
 between the two levels. 

 ●  the distribu�on of power between federal and 
 state governments to meet the needs of 
 society changes, as reflected by grants, 
 incen�ves, and aid programs. 

 ●  the specifics of interpreta�ons of the Tenth 
 and Fourteenth Amendments, the commerce 
 clause, the necessary and proper clause, and 
 their role in the debate over governmental 
 balance of power. 

 ●  the role of the US Supreme Court in the 
 debate over balance of power. 

 ●  that mul�ple access points for stakeholders 
 and ins�tu�ons to influence public policy 
 flows from the alloca�on of powers between 
 na�onal and state governments. 



 ●  that na�onal policy making is constrained by 
 the sharing of power between and among the 
 three branches and state governments. 

 Key Terms, figures and events  : 
 separa�on of powers, popular sovereignty, quartering, 
 natural rights, John Locke, Baron De Montesquieu, 
 federalism, bicameral, execu�ve, legisla�ve, judicial, 
 Necessary and Proper Clause, Bill of Rights, delegated 
 powers, expressed powers, implied powers, reserved 
 powers, ⅗’s clause, Connec�cut Compromise, 
 representa�on, habeas corpus, The Federalist Papers, 
 Federalists, An�-Federalists, judicial review, limited 
 government, checks and balances 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 

 ●  RH.11-12.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases  as they are used in a text, including analyzing 
 how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison 
 defines   fac�on   in   Federalist   No. 10). 

 ●  RH.11-12.8  Evaluate an author's premises, claims,  and evidence by corrobora�ng or challenging them with 
 other informa�on. 

 ●  WHST.11-12.1  Write arguments focused on   discipline-specific  content  . 
 ●  WHST.11-12.9  Draw evidence from informa�onal texts to support analysis, reflec�on, and research. 

 ●  Reason Effec�vely 
 ●  Make Judgments and Decisions 
 ●  Work Crea�vely with Others 
 ●  Communicate Clearly 
 ●  Manage Goals and Time 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/8/

