
 American Music: Early American Music (1950s-1970s) 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and 

 developments were shaped by unique circumstances of 
 �me and place as well as broader historical contexts. 

 ●  D2.Geo.5.9-12. Evaluate how poli�cal and economic 
 decisions throughout �me have influenced cultural and 
 environmental characteris�cs of various places and 
 regions. 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning  to compare musical evolu�on 
 through the decades. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  American music con�nued to morph 
 throughout US history 

 ●  music con�nued to be an expression of 
 culture, class, gender and societal angst. 

 ●  music played a role in racial integra�on. 
 ●  music played a role in social cri�cism. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 ●  How did American music change and 
 evolve over �me? 

 ●  How does music reflect poli�cs, 
 economics, and social values/social 
 structure? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  that American pop music evolved from roots 
 in blues and jazz. 

 ●  that American music interacted with foreign 
 music, such as during the Bri�sh invasion. 

 ●  the way the American music industry 
 func�ons as a business. 

 ●  the way music is adver�sed. 
 ●  the specifics of groups and ar�sts from 

 different genres. 
 ●  that the circumstances of an ar�st’s 

 upbringing are reflected in their music. 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  evalua�ng the impact of historical context. 
 ●  evalua�ng the influences of decisions and 

 decision making. 



 Key Terms, figures and events  : 
 Country-boogie, rhythm and blues, rock, 1960s counter 
 culture, the beats, Buddy Holly, Chuck Berry, Li�le 
 Richard, John Lee Hooker, Richie Valens, Bill Haley and 
 the Comets, the Big Bopper, Ray Charles, the Everly 
 Brothers, Elvis Presley, Hank Williams, The Beatles, Ella 
 Fitzgerald, Frank Sinatra, Fats Domino, Johnny Cash, 
 Bob Dylan, Doowop Music, Dick Clark, American 
 Bandstand, Ed Sullivan, Payola Scandal, Motown, 
 Rone�es, Shangri-las, Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin, 
 Black Sabbath, the An�-War Movement, Disco, New 
 Wave, Punk Rock, Hard Rock, Heavy Metal, John 
 Denver, Funk, James Brown, The Who, Bruce 
 Springsteen, Kiss, the Ramones, Rush 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.11-12.1  Cite specific textual evidence to support  analysis of primary and secondary sources, connec�ng insights 

 gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 
 ●  RH.11-12.7  Integrate and evaluate mul�ple sources  of informa�on presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

 visually, quan�ta�vely, as well as in words) in order to address a ques�on or solve a problem. 
 ●  WHST.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development, organiza�on, and style are appropriate to 

 task, purpose, and audience. 

 ●  Work Crea�vely with Others 
 ●  Communicate Clearly 
 ●  Implement Innova�ons 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/7/

