
 Law & Ethics:  Intro to Law 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.Civ.1.9-12. Dis�nguish the powers and 

 responsibili�es of local, state, tribal, na�onal, and 
 interna�onal civic and poli�cal ins�tu�ons. 

 ●  D2.Civ.3.9-12. Analyze the impact of 
 cons�tu�ons, laws, trea�es, and interna�onal 
 agreements on the maintenance of na�onal and 
 interna�onal order. 

 ●  D2.Civ.4.9-12. Explain how the U.S. Cons�tu�on 
 establishes a system of government that has 
 powers, responsibili�es, and limits that have 
 changed over �me and that are s�ll contested. 

 ●  D2.Civ.6.9-12. Cri�que rela�onships among 
 governments, civil socie�es, and economic 
 markets. 

 ●  D2.Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact and the 
 appropriate roles of personal interests and 
 perspec�ves on the applica�on of civic virtues, 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning to  evaluate the legal system  . 
 Meaning 

 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 
 ●  the law has gradually developed from a long 

 tradi�on of western religious and legal principles. 
 ●  different areas of the law may func�on differently 

 and involve different consequences. 
 ●  lawmaking is based on a democra�c process and 

 ideally represents the will of the people. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 ●  Is the United States legal system just/fair? 
 ●  How does the law and morality intersect? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  that the U.S. Cons�tu�on sets up the 
 framework for government opera�on and its 
 importance as the highest law. 

 ●  that there are two types of law, criminal law 
 and civil law, and that each have different 
 charges and standards. 

 ●  that crime can be viewed as a viola�on of a 
 person’s human rights. 

 ●  that the western legal tradi�on’s origins are 
 traceable to Enlightenment thinkers. 

 ●  the basic structure of the U.S. Court System 
 and how a case would progress through its 
 levels. 

 ●  that the courts’ interpreta�on of laws can 
 change over �me reflec�ng ideological 
 composi�on of the courts. 

 ●  that there are different types of courts with 
 varied jurisdic�ons. 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  comparing and contras�ng powers and 
 responsibili�es. 

 ●  analyzing factors that impact na�onal and 
 interna�onal affairs. 

 ●  explaining changes over �me. 
 ●  cri�quing rela�onships within systems. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of personal interests and 

 perspec�ves. 
 ●  cri�quing rela�onships within systems. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of personal interests and 

 perspec�ves. 
 ●  evalua�ng decision making procedures. 
 ●  evalua�ng the causes and effects of public 

 policies. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of societal change over 

 �me. 



 democra�c principles, cons�tu�onal rights, and 
 human rights. 

 ●  D2.Civ.11.9-12. Evaluate mul�ple procedures for 
 making governmental decisions at the local, state, 
 na�onal, and interna�onal levels in terms of the 
 civic purposes achieved. 

 ●  D2.Civ.13.9-12. Evaluate public policies in terms 
 of intended and unintended outcomes, and 
 related consequences. 

 ●  D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, 
 and emerging means of changing socie�es, 
 promo�ng the common good, and protec�ng 
 rights. 

 Key Terms, figures and events  : 
 Human Rights,Criminal Law, Felonies, Misdemeanors, 
 Civil Laws, Civil Ac�on,Defendant, Plain�ff, Prosecutor, 
 “beyond a reasonable doubt”, “preponderance of the 
 evidence”, Limited Government, Separa�on of Powers, 
 Statutes, Checks and Balances, Veto, Judicial Review, 
 Uncons�tu�onal, Federalism, Bill of Rights, Ordinances, 
 Supremacy Clause, Bills, Legisla�ve Intent, Public 
 Hearings, Trails, Appellate Courts, Precedent, 
 Extradi�on, Lobbying, Grassroots Lobbyists, Ini�a�ve, 
 Referendum, Recall, Nego�a�on, Se�lement, 
 Arbitra�on, Media�on, Ombudspersons, Trial Courts, 
 Par�es, Plain�ff, Prosecutor, Defendant, Adversarial 
 System, Inquisitorial System, Plea Bargain, Voir Dire, 
 Removal for Cause, Peremptory Challenges, Appeals 
 Court, Error of Law, Precedent, Dissen�ng Opinion, 
 Concurring Opinion, Probate, Tribal Courts, Military 
 Courts, Pe��on for Cer�orari, Stare Decisis, Li�gators, 
 Bar Associa�ons, Retainer, Con�ngency Fee, A�orney - 
 Client Privilege, Disbarred,  Legal Malprac�ce. 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 

 ●  RH.11-12.3  Evaluate various explana�ons for ac�ons  or events and determine which explana�on best accords with 
 textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves ma�ers uncertain. 

 ●  WHST.11-12.1  Write arguments focused on   discipline-specific  content  . 

 Analyze Media 
 Create Media Products 
 Apply Technology Effectively 
 Adapt to Change 
 Be Flexible 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/3/

