
 Grade 4:  New Hampshire Civics 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ● 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  Civ.1.3-5. Dis�nguish the responsibili�es and powers of 

 government officials at various levels and branches of 
 government and in different �mes and places. 

 ●  Civ.4.3-5. Explain how groups of people make rules to create 
 responsibili�es and protect freedoms. 

 ●  Civ.5.3-5. Explain the origins, func�ons, and structure of 
 different systems of government, including those created by 
 the U.S. and state cons�tu�ons. 

 ●  Civ.6.3-5. Describe ways in which people benefit from and are 
 challenged by working together, including through government, 
 workplaces, voluntary organiza�ons, and families. 

 ●  Civ.7.3-5. Apply civic virtues and democra�c principles in school 
 se�ngs. 

 ●  Civ.8.3-5. Iden�fy core civic virtues and democra�c principles 
 that guide government, society, and communi�es. 

 ●  Civ.9.3-5. Use delibera�ve processes when making decisions or 
 reaching judgments as a group. 

 ●  Civ.10.3-5. Iden�fy the beliefs, experiences, perspec�ves, and 
 values that underlie their own and others’ points of view about 
 civic issues. 

 ●  Civ.11.3-5. Compare procedures for making decisions in a 
 variety of se�ngs, including classroom, school, government, 
 and/or society. 

 ●  Civ.12.3-5. Explain how rules and laws change society and how 
 people change rules and laws. 

 ●  Civ.13.3-5. Explain how policies are developed to address public 
 problems. 

 ●  Civ.14.3-5. Illustrate historical and contemporary means of 
 changing society. 

 ●  D4.6.3-5. Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain the 
 challenges people have faced and opportuni�es they have 
 created, in addressing local, regional, and global problems at 
 various �mes and places. 

 ●  D4.7.3-5. Explain different strategies and approaches students 
 and others could take in working alone and together to address 
 local, regional, and global problems, and predict possible 
 results of their ac�ons. 

 Transfer 
 Students will be able to independently use their learning to  act as responsible ci�zens, making 
 informed decisions. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  people demonstrate civic engagement when 
 they address public problems individually and 
 collabora�vely and when they maintain, 
 strengthen, and improve communi�es and 
 socie�es. 

 ●  in order to act responsibly and effec�vely, 
 ci�zens must understand the important 
 ins�tu�ons of their society and the principles 
 that these ins�tu�ons are intended to reflect. 

 ●  principles such as equality, freedom, liberty, 
 respect for individual rights, and delibera�on 
 apply to both official ins�tu�ons and informal 
 interac�ons among ci�zens. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
 ●  What does it mean to be a good ci�zen? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  that the purpose of government is to protect the 
 rights of ci�zens and to promote the common 
 good; and that NH government establishes rights, 
 freedoms, and responsibili�es for its ci�zens. 

 ●  that virtues and principles guide the government 
 (ie: honesty, mutual respect, coopera�on, consent 
 of the governed, limited government, equality, 
 freedom, respect for individual rights, etc.) 

 ●  that ci�zens are expected to par�cipate in and 
 effect change over �me in government. 

 ●  that one’s beliefs, experiences, perspec�ves and 
 values influence a person’s point of view regarding 
 civic issues. 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  dis�nguishing powers and responsibili�es. 
 ●  explaining the origins, func�ons, and structure 

 of governments. 
 ●  applying civic virtues and democra�c 

 principles. 
 ●  using delibera�ve processes. 
 ●  illustra�ng change over �me. 
 ●  iden�fying point of view. 
 ●  comparing decision making procedures. 
 ●  taking informed ac�on. 



 ●  D4.8.3-5. Use a range of delibera�ve and democra�c 
 procedures to make decisions about and act on civic problems 
 in their classrooms and schools. 

 ●  the func�ons and responsibili�es of the three 
 branches of NH government (including that checks 
 and balances parallel the federal system). 

 ●  the process for elec�ng or appoin�ng NH 
 government officials. 

 ●  the process for a bill to become a law in New 
 Hampshire (and that state laws are made to 
 address public problems). 

 ●  that groups must deliberate to reach consensus. 
 ●  that NH has local and state governments that 

 operate to meet the needs of towns and state. 
 ●  the basic features of state government. 
 ●  that there are rules and laws that govern the state 

 of New Hampshire and may change over �me. 
 ●  the NH symbols and meanings. 

 vocabulary:  beliefs, branches of government, capital 
 ci�zens, cons�tu�on, democracy, democrat/republican, 
 equal rights, execu�ve branch, freedom, governor, 
 government, House of Representa�ves, judicial branch, 
 law, legisla�ve branch, Primary, Representa�ve, senate, 
 Senator, society, Supreme Court, values, vote, veto, 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 

 not applicable 
 ●  reason effec�vely 
 ●  use systems thinking 
 ●  make judgments and decisions 
 ●  solve problems 
 ●  think crea�vely 


