
 World Studies:  Middle Ages, 500-1450 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and 
 support conclusions using specific and relevant 
 evidence in order to solve complex problems 
 and take informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.Geo.5.9-12.  Evaluate how poli�cal and economic 

 decisions throughout �me have influenced cultural and 
 environmental characteris�cs of various places and 
 regions. 

 ●  D2.Geo.6.9-12.  Evaluate the impact of human 
 se�lement ac�vi�es on the environmental and cultural 
 characteris�cs of specific places and regions. 

 ●  D2.Geo.9.9-12.  Evaluate the influence of long-term 
 climate variability on human migra�on and se�lement 
 pa�erns, resource use, and land uses at local-to-global 
 scales. 

 ●  D2.Geo.10.9-12  . Evaluate how changes in the 
 environmental and cultural characteris�cs of a place or 
 region influence spa�al pa�erns of trade and land use. 

 ●  D2.His.1.9-12  . Evaluate how historical events and 
 developments were shaped by unique circumstances of 
 �me and place as well as broader historical contexts. 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning to  apply a framework of comparison 
 for analysis of social structures. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  the rise and fall of governments can have a 
 profound effect on the course of history. 

 ●  different forms of coopera�on between social, 
 poli�cal, and economic systems create an 
 iden�ty for historical �me periods. 

 ●  religious ins�tu�ons affect social structures. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 ●  What are the effects when governments and 
 religious ins�tu�ons try to influence societal 
 norms? 

 ●  Should social mobility be required in civilized 
 na�ons? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  the poli�cal vacuum formed by the fall of the 
 Roman Empire created a power dynamic 
 around landholding. 

 ●  the state of Western Europe a�er the collapse 
 of the western Roman empire. 

 ●  that Feudalism Shaped Medieval Society. 
 ●  that the power of the Church grew during the 

 middle ages. and how reformers worked for 
 change in the Church. 

 ●  that Monarchs gained power over the Church 
 and other nobles. 

 ●  that Monarchs strengthen royal power 
 ●  the tradi�ons of government that developed 

 under monarchs 
 ●  that strong monarchs had the ability to unify 

 their na�on. 
 ●  why the Holy Roman Emperors failed to build 

 a unified na�on-state. 
 ●  that the conflicts between Popes and 

 Monarchs shaped the poli�cal landscape of 
 Europe. 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  evalua�ng the influences of decisions and 
 decision making. 

 ●  evalua�ng the impact of human se�lement 
 ac�vi�es on regional characteris�cs 

 ●  evalua�ng the influence of climate variability. 
 ●  evalua�ng cause and effect rela�onships 
 ●  evalua�ng the impact of historical context. 
 ●  analyzing change and con�nuity over �me. 
 ●  using ques�oning techniques to assess 

 change, con�nuity, and context. 
 ●  analyzing cause and effect rela�onships 
 ●  integra�ng evidence from mul�ple sources 

 into a reasoned argument. 



 ●  D2.His.2.9-12  . Analyze change and con�nuity in 
 historical eras. 

 ●  D2.His.3.9-12  . Use ques�ons generated about 
 individuals and groups to assess how the significance of 
 their ac�ons changes over �me and is shaped by the 
 historical context. 

 ●  D2.His.14.9-12  . Analyze mul�ple and complex causes 
 and effects of events in the past. 

 ●  D2.His.17.9-12  . Cri�que the central arguments in 
 secondary works of history on related topics in mul�ple 
 media in terms of their historical accuracy. 

 ●  that feudalism shaped medieval society. 
 ●  the life of knights and nobles. 
 ●  the economic system of the manor worked 

 and how it affected peasants and nobles. 
 ●  the Black Death caused social and economic 

 decline. 
 ●  the problems facing the Church in the late 

 Middle Ages and how the Church reacted. 
 ●  the causes, turning points, and effects of the 

 Hundred Years’ War. 
 ●  that Muhammad became the prophet of 

 Islam. 
 ●  the teachings of Islam. 
 ●  that Islam helped shaped the way of life of its 

 believers. 
 ●  that Muslims were able to conquer many 

 lands. 
 ●  that divisions that emerged within Islam. 
 ●  the rise of the Umayyad and Abbasid 

 dynas�es. 
 ●  the Abbasid empire declined. 
 ●  the role of trade in Muslim civiliza�on. 
 ●  the tradi�ons that influenced Muslim art, 

 architecture, and literature. 
 ●  the advances Muslim made in centers of 

 learning. 

 Key Terms, figures and events  : 
 Clovis, medieval, Franks, Charles Martel, ba�le of 
 Tours, Charlemagne, Magyars, Vikings, feudalism, 
 vassal, feudal contract, fief, knight, tournament, 
 chivalry, troubadour, manor, serf, sacrament, 
 Benedic�ne Rule, secular, papal supremacy, canon law, 
 excommunica�on, interdict, friar, Francis of Assisi, 
 William the Conqueror, common law, jury, King John, 
 Magna Carta, due process of law, habeas corpus, 
 Parliament, Louis IX, Holy Roman Empire, Henry IV, 
 Pope Gregory VII, lay inves�ture, Frederick Barbarossa, 
 Pope Innocent III, Crusades, Holy Land, Pope Urban II 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.9-10.2  Determine the central ideas or informa�on  of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

 accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 
 Reason Effectively 
 Make Judgments and Decisions 
 Work Creatively with Others 



 ●  R  H.9-10.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases  as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
 describing poli�cal, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. 

 ●  WHST.9-10.4  Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in  which the development, organiza�on, and style are 
 appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 ●  WHST.9-10.9  Draw evidence from informa�onal texts  to support analysis, reflec�on, and research  . 

 Be Flexible 
 Manage Goals and Time 


