
 Gr. 7 Social Studies:  Why Study History? 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  students will demonstrate the ability to iden�fy 

 and explain concepts, ideas, and processes in 
 the social sciences in order to be an informed 
 ci�zen. 

 ●  students will demonstrate the ability to  analyze 
 sourcing, situa�on, and arguments using 
 primary and secondary sources in order to 
 iden�fy and appraise mul�ple perspec�ves as 
 they apply to current and historical issues. 

 ●  students will demonstrate the ability to combine 
 ideas to develop and support conclusions using 
 specific and relevant evidence in order to solve 
 complex problems and take informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  Geo 2 Using geographic representa�ons to explain 

 rela�onships 
 ●  Geo 4 Explaining the impact of decisions on humans 

 and the environment 
 ●  His 3 Using ques�oning techniques to analyze historical 

 significance 
 ●  His 4 & 5 Analyzing and Explaining influences on 

 historical perspec�ves 
 ●  His 13 Evalua�ng secondary sources 
 ●  His 15 Evalua�ng cause and effect rela�onships 
 ●  His 16 Organizing evidence into a coherent argument 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently  use their learning  to analyze and synthesize their 
 research to communicate though�ul conclusions to any problem they are presented with. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  learning about the past helps us understand 
 the present and make decisions about the 
 future. 

 ●  people, places, and ideas change over �me. 
 ●  physical geography affects the development 

 and con�nuity of civiliza�ons. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 ●  Why is history important? 
 ●  How do you decide what to believe? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know…          

 ●  the reasons why people study history. 
 ●  That historians use ar�facts to understand the 

 past 
 ●  that many different disciplines help historians 

 uncover history. 
 ●  the guidelines for researching. 
 ●  the Six Essen�al Elements of Geography. 
 ●  the uses for longitude and la�tude, map 

 projec�ons, and types of maps. 

 vocabulary: 
 era, hemisphere, archaeology,  la�tude, ar�fact, 
 longitude, paleontology, projec�on, fossil, physical map 
 anthropology, poli�cal map, species, special-purpose 
 map, evidence, scale, primary source, cardinal 
 direc�on, secondary source, choropleth, point of view 
 migra�on, bias, culture, conclusion, creden�als 
 URL,  .gov, .edu, .org, plagiarize 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  working safely using the internet. 
 ●  analyzing resources for usage and reliability. 
 ●  rela�ng Geography to History. 
 ●  explaining the importance of looking at 

 different geographic and �me scales. 
 ●  explaining how, why, and when 

 scien�sts/historians change their minds. 
 ●  explaining how looking at informa�on from 

 different perspec�ves paves the way for new 
 discoveries and progress. 

 ●  using geographic representa�ons to explain 
 rela�onships. 

 ●  explaining the impact of decisions on humans 
 and the environment. 

 ●  using ques�oning techniques to analyze 
 historical significance. 

 ●  analyzing and explaining influences on 
 historical perspec�ves. 

 ●  evalua�ng secondary sources. 



 ●  evalua�ng cause and effect rela�onships. 
 ●  organizing evidence into a coherent argument. 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
 ●  RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual informa�on with other informa�on in print and digital texts 
 ●  WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development, organiza�on, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

 and audience 
 ●  WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informa�onal texts to support analysis, reflec�on, and research 

 ●  Use and Manage Informa�on 
 ●  Interact Effec�vely with Others 
 ●  Communicate Clearly 


