
 Civics: Legisla�ve Branch 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.Civ.4.9-12. Explain how the U.S. Cons�tu�on 

 establishes a system of government that has powers, 
 responsibili�es, and limits that have changed over �me 
 and that are s�ll contested. 

 ●  D2.Civ.5.9-12. Evaluate ci�zens’ and ins�tu�ons’ 
 effec�veness in addressing social and poli�cal problems 
 at the local, state, tribal, na�onal, and/or interna�onal 
 level. 

 ●  D2.Civ.6.9-12. Cri�que rela�onships among 
 governments, civil socie�es, and economic markets. 

 ●  D2.Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact and the appropriate 
 roles of personal interests and perspec�ves on the 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning  to evaluate the proper role of the 
 en�re US government to make informed decisions. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 
 ●  the legisla�ve branch of government has par�cular 

 roles and func�ons. 
 ●  the structure and the func�ons of the Congress and 

 each chamber have a large impact on policy making. 
 ●  poli�cal ideology and policy making have a 

 reciprocal rela�onship. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 ●  Is the legisla�ve branch the most important 

 branch of government? 
 ●  Does the legisla�ve process result in effec�ve 

 and efficient policy? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  the Senate is designed to represent states 
 equally, while the House is designed to 
 represent the popula�on. 

 ●  that different chamber sizes and 
 cons�tuencies influence formality of debate. 

 ●  the enumerated and implied powers in the 
 Cons�tu�on allow the crea�on of public policy 
 by Congress. 

 ●  that by design, the different structures, 
 powers, and func�ons of the Senate and the 
 House of Representa�ves affect the 
 policy-making process. 

 Students will be skilled at… 
 ●  explaining changes over �me. 
 ●  evalua�ng the effec�veness of decisions and 

 decision making. 
 ●  cri�quing rela�onships within systems. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of personal interests and 

 perspec�ves. 
 ●  evalua�ng decision making procedures. 
 ●  evalua�ng the causes and effects of public 

 policies 
 ●  analyzing the impact of societal change over 

 �me. 



 applica�on of civic virtues, democra�c principles, 
 cons�tu�onal rights, and human rights. 

 ●  D2.Civ.11.9-12. Evaluate mul�ple procedures for making 
 governmental decisions at the local, state, na�onal, and 
 interna�onal levels in terms of the civic purposes 
 achieved. 

 ●  D2.Civ.13.9-12. Evaluate public policies in terms of 
 intended and unintended outcomes, and related 
 consequences. 

 ●  D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, and 
 emerging means of changing socie�es, promo�ng the 
 common good, and protec�ng rights. 

 ●  that chamber-specific procedures, rules, and 
 roles impact the policy-making process. 

 ●  that Congress must generate a budget that 
 addresses both discre�onary and mandatory 
 spending. 

 ●  the influences on  Congressional behavior and 
 governing effec�veness. 

 ●  that as a means to curtail the use of 
 presiden�al power, congressional oversight 
 serves as a check. 

 ●  That the Democra�c Party (D or DEM) 
 pla�orms generally align more closely to 
 liberal ideological posi�ons, and the 
 Republican Party (R or GOP) pla�orms 
 generally align more closely to conserva�ve 
 ideological posi�ons. 

 ●  That the balancing dynamic of individual 
 liberty vs. stability changes over �me. 

 ●  that liberal ideologies favor more government 
 regula�on of the marketplace, conserva�ve 
 ideologies favor fewer regula�ons, and 
 libertarian ideologies favor li�le or no 
 regula�on of the marketplace. 

 ●  that ideological differences on marketplace 
 regula�on are based on different theore�cal 
 support, including Keynesian and supply-side 
 posi�ons on monetary and fiscal policies 
 promoted by the president, Congress, and the 
 Federal Reserve. 

 ●  the factors that represent the func�ons and 
 impact of poli�cal par�es on the electorate 
 and government . 

 ●  that par�es modify their policies and 
 messaging to appeal to various demographic 
 coali�ons. 

 ●  the influences on the structure of par�es. 

 Key Terms, figures and events  : 



 Legisla�ve, quorum, filibuster, majority, minority, whip, 
 Majority Leader, Speaker, roll call vote, voice vote, 
 record vote, standing commi�ee, select commi�ee, 
 joint commi�ee, conference commi�ee, bill,  president 
 pro tempore, necessary and proper clause, seniority 
 rule, amendment process, impeachment process, 
 lobbying, lobbyist, PAC’s, special interest groups, 
 logrolling, pork barrel, gerrymandering, resolu�on, 
 franking privilege, oversight, override power, 
 Legisla�ve checks & balances, power of the purse. 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.11-12.1  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connec�ng 

 insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 
 ●  RH.11-12.2  Determine the central ideas or informa�on of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

 accurate summary that makes clear the rela�onships among the key details and ideas. 
 ●  WHST.11-12.1  Write arguments focused on   discipline-specific content  . 
 ●  WHST.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development, organiza�on, and style are 

 appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 ●  Reason Effec�vely 
 ●  Make Judgments and Decisions 
 ●  Work Crea�vely with Others 
 ●  Communicate Clearly 
 ●  Collaborate with Others 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/

