
 Gr. 7 Social Studies:  The Middle Ages 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  students will demonstrate the ability to iden�fy 

 and explain concepts, ideas, and processes in the 
 social sciences in order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  students will demonstrate the ability to  analyze 
 sourcing, situa�on, and arguments using 
 primary and secondary sources in order to 
 iden�fy and appraise mul�ple perspec�ves as 
 they apply to current and historical issues. 

 ●  students will demonstrate the ability to combine 
 ideas to develop and support conclusions using 
 specific and relevant evidence in order to solve 
 complex problems and take informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  Geo 10 &12 Analyzing and explaining cause and 

 effect rela�onships 
 ●  Econ 14 Explaining the influences that impact 

 trade 
 ●  His 1 Analyzing connec�ons in history 
 ●  His 3 Using ques�oning techniques to analyze 

 historical significance 
 ●  His 10 Evalua�ng the limita�ons of historical 

 evidence 
 ●  His 4 & 5 Analyzing and explaining influences on 

 historical perspec�ves 
 ●  His 11 Using mul�ple historical sources 
 ●  His 13 Evalua�ng secondary sources 
 ●  His 16 Organizing evidence into a coherent 

 argument 
 ●  Civ. 3 Explaining the origins, func�ons, and 

 structure of governments 
 ●  Civ. 2 Explaining the varied roles of ci�zens 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently  use their learning to  analyze and synthesize their 
 research to communicate though�ul conclusions to any problem they are presented with  . 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  People, places, and ideas change over �me 
 based on the need to survive/improve quality 
 of life. 

 ●  cultures are held together by shared beliefs 
 and common prac�ces and values. 

 ●  Religious beliefs unite a people to a common 
 purpose. 

 ●  The basic purpose of gov’t is to keep order, to 
 provide services, and to protect the common 
 good/well-being of the people. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 ●  How does Religion influence culture? 
 ●  What effects does a plague have on 

 society? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

          
 ●  that medieval governments, religions, 

 languages and cultures s�ll influence the 
 modern world. 

 ●  the organiza�on of society in medieval Europe 
 affected almost every aspect of people's lives. 

 ●  that architecture, educa�on, literature and 
 religion played very important roles in 
 medieval life. 

 ●  the interconnec�vity of social classes. 
 ●  that the Black Death caused social and 

 economic decline. 

 vocabulary:  KEY TERMS 
 medieval, tax,  l  ord, chivalry, king, merchant, queen 
 trade, serf, rampart, feudal system, crusades, knight 
 noble, jester, tournament, heraldry, cathedral, castle 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  comparing and contras�ng cultural and 
 environmental characteris�cs. 

 ●  analyzing and explaining cause and effect 
 rela�onships. 

 ●  explaining the impact of economic decisions.. 
 ●  explaining the influences that impact trade. 
 ●  analyzing connec�ons in history. 
 ●  using ques�oning techniques to analyze 

 historical significance. 
 ●  evalua�ng the limita�ons of historical 

 evidence. 
 ●  analyzing and explaining influences on 

 historical perspec�ves. 
 ●  using mul�ple historical sources. 
 ●  evalua�ng primary and secondary sources. 
 ●  organizing evidence into a coherent argument. 



 monk, kingdom, keep, fief, peasant, manor 
 drawbridge, tax, monarch, vassal, moat  , plague, 
 bubonic plague, vernacular, mass, heresy 

 ●  explaining the origins, func�ons, and structure 
 of governments. 

 ●  dis�nguishing powers and responsibili�es. 
 ●  explaining the varied roles of ci�zens. 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
 ●  RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual informa�on with other informa�on in print and digital texts 
 ●  WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development, organiza�on, and style are 

 appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 
 ●  WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informa�onal texts to support analysis, reflec�on, and research 
 ●  WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content 

 ●  Use and Manage Informa�on 
 ●  Interact Effec�vely with Others 
 ●  Communicate Clearly 
 ●  Apply Technology Effec�vely 


