Early Explorers/Conquistadors

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to act as responsible citizens, making
informed decisions.

ESTABLISHED GOALS:

Competencies:

e Comprehension: Identify and explain concepts,
ideas, and processes in the social sciences in
order to be an informed citizen.

e Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situation, and
arguments using primary and secondary sources
in order to identify and appraise multiple
perspectives as they apply to current and
historical issues.

e Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support
conclusions using specific and relevant evidence
in order to solve complex problems and take
informed action.

Content Standards:

e Civ 1:Distinguishing powers and responsibilities

e Civ 11: Comparing and contrasting decision making
procedures

e Econ 2: Identifying incentives that influence decision
making

® Econ 4: Explaining factors that influence decisions and
decision making

® Geo 5: Explaining the change over time of cultural and
environmental characteristics

® Geo 12: Explaining the impact of catastrophic events on
people living in other places

e His 1: Creating and using a chronological sequence to
compare synchronous events

e His 3: Generating questions about individuals and
groups

e His 9: Summarizing the use of different historical
sources

e His 13 Using information about a source to judge its
usefulness

Meaning

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that...

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

e social structure and culture work in tandem to e How did early exploration change or
shape societies, but are not completely rigid. impact the culture of North America?
e allindividuals are impacted by social change,
which refers to the transformation of culture,
social institutions, and social structure over
time.
® each place on Earth has a unique set of local
conditions and connections to other places.
Acquisition
Students will know... Students will be skilled at...
e the first explorers to reach the western e distinguishing powers and responsibilities.
hemisphere. e comparing and contrasting decision making
o where did they sail from? procedures.
o where did they settle? e identifying incentives that influence decision
o why did they come? making.
e the early exploration and settlement of the e explaining factors that influence decisions and
US, Canada and Mexico. decision making.
e that the original exploration and claim to e explaining the change over time of cultural
North America looks very different from today. and environmental characteristics.
e that much of the western hemisphere was e explaining the impact of catastrophic events
discovered by accident. on people living in other places.
e the impact of early exploration on the e creating and using a chronological sequence
indigenous people, to compare synchronous events.
® generating questions about individuals and
groups.
vocabulary: circumnavigate, Aztecs, Mayas e summarizing the use of different historical
Key explorers (such as Christopher Columbus, Ponce De sources.
e using information about a source to judge its

Leon, Hernan Cortes, Ferdinand Magellan, the vikings,
Marco Polo, Amerigo Vespucci, francisco Pizzaro,

usefulness.




Hernan de Soto, Jacques Cartier, Samuel de Champlain,
John Cabot, Sir Walter Raleigh)

Content Area Literacy Standards 21 Century Skills

[ ] RH.6-8.4 DETERMINE THE MEANING OF WORDS AND PHRASES AS THEY ARE USED IN A TEXT, INCLUDING VOCABULARY SPECIFIC TO DOMAINS Reason Eﬁectively
Communicate Clearly
Collaborate with Others

Be Self-directed Learners
Interact Effectively with Others

RELATED TO HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES
RH. 6-8.5 DESCRIBE HOW A TEXT PRESENTS INFORMATION ( E.G.. SEQUENTIALLY, COMPARATIVELY, CASUALLY)
WHST.6-8.2 WRITE INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY TEXTS, INCLUDING THE NARRATION OF HISTORICAL EVENTS, SCIENTIFIC
PROCEDURES/EXPERIMENTS, OR TECHNICAL PROCESSES.
® WHST 6-8.7 CONDUCT SHORT RESEARCH PROJECTS TO ANSWER A QUESTION (INCLUDING A SELF-GENERATED QUESTION), DRAWING ON

SEVERAL SOURCES AND GENERATING ADDITIONAL RELATED, FOCUSED QUESTIONS THAT ALLOW FOR MULTIPLE AVENUES OF EXPLORATION.




