Civics: Judicial Branch

Transfer

ESTABLISHED GOALS:

Competencies:
e Comprehension: Identify and explain concepts,

ideas, and processes in the social sciences in
order to be an informed citizen.

® Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situation, and
arguments using primary and secondary sources
in order to identify and appraise multiple
perspectives as they apply to current and
historical issues.

e Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support
conclusions using specific and relevant evidence
in order to solve complex problems and take
informed action.

Content Standards:

e D2.Civ.4.9-12. Explain how the U.S. Constitution
establishes a system of government that has
powers, responsibilities, and limits that have
changed over time and that are still contested.

e D2.Civ.5.9-12. Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’
effectiveness in addressing social and political
problems at the local, state, tribal, national,
and/or international level.

e D2.Civ.6.9-12. Critique relationships among
governments, civil societies, and economic
markets.

Students will be able to independently use their learning to evaluate the proper role of the
entire US government to make informed decisions.

Meaning

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that...
e anindependent judiciary is an important part
of government.
e judicial review has played a large role in US
law and policy.
e justices often have disagreeing interpretations
of the Constitution.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

e s the judicial branch the most important
branch of government?

® |s the Supreme Court politicized and was that
the Founders’ vision?

Acquisition

Students will know...

e the foundation for powers of the judicial branch
and how its independence checks the power of
other institutions and state governments are set
forth in:

o  Article lll of the Constitution
o  Federalist No. 78
o Marbury v. Madison (1803)

e that precedents and state decisions play an
important role in judicial decision making.

e thatideological changes in the composition of the
Supreme Court due to presidential appointments

Students will be skilled at...

e explaining changes over time.

e evaluating the effectiveness of decisions and
decision making.

e critiquing relationships within systems.

e analyzing the impact of personal interests and
perspectives.

e evaluating decision making procedures.

e evaluating the causes and effects of public
policies

e analyzing the impact of societal change over
time.




D2.Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact and the
appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues,
democratic principles, constitutional rights, and
human rights.

D2.Civ.11.9-12. Evaluate multiple procedures for
making governmental decisions at the local, state,
national, and international levels in terms of the
civic purposes achieved.

D2.Civ.13.9-12. Evaluate public policies in terms
of intended and unintended outcomes, and
related consequences.

D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary,
and emerging means of changing societies,
promoting the common good, and protecting
rights.

have led to the Court’s establishing new or
rejecting existing precedents.

that controversial or unpopular court decisions
can lead to challenges to the court’s legitimacy
and power.

that Congress and the president can address
these issues only through future appointments,
legislation changing the Court’s jurisdiction, or
refusing to implement decisions.

that political discussion about the Supreme
Court’s power is illustrated by the ongoing debate
over judicial activism versus judicial restraint.

the application of the Bill of Rights is continuously
interpreted by the courts.

the interpretation and application of the First
Amendment’s establishment and free exercise
clauses reflect an ongoing debate over balancing
majoritarian religious practice and free exercise.
the Supreme Court has held that symbolic speech
is protected by the First Amendment.

that efforts to balance social order and individual
freedom are reflected in interpretations of the
First Amendment that limit speech.

that the Supreme Court’s decisions on the Second
Amendment rest upon its constitutional
interpretation of individual liberty.

that the Court has on occasion ruled in favor of
states’ power to restrict individual liberty, as, for
example, when speech can be shown to increase
the danger to public safety.

that the Miranda rule involves the interpretation
and application of accused persons’ due process
rights as protected by the Fifth and Sixth
Amendments.

that pre-trial rights of the accused and the
prohibition of unreasonable searches and
seizures are intended to ensure that citizen




liberties are not eclipsed by the need for social
order and security.

that the due process clause has been applied to
guarantee the right to an attorney and protection
from unreasonable searches and seizures.

that while a right to privacy is not explicitly
named in the Constitution, the court has
interpreted the due process clause to protect the
right of privacy from state infringement.

that civil rights protect individuals from
discrimination based on characteristics such as
race, national origin, religion, and sex.

that the government can respond to social
movements through court rulings and/ or
policies.

Key Terms, figures and events:

Chief Justice, Judicial Review, original jurisdiction, US
Circuit Court of Appeals, US District Courts, Centiorari,
Binding precedent, precedent, stare decisis, strict
constructionist, evolutionist constructionist, Rule of
Four, concurring opinion, dissenting opinion, majority
opinion, litmus test, appellate jurisdiction, associate
justice, Article Ill of US Constitution, John Marshall,
Separation of church and state, Federalist 78, Brown v.
Board of Education,

Content Area Literacy Standards

21° Century Skills

e RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
e WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

Collaborate with Others

Access and Evaluate Information
Use and Manage Information
Analyze Media

Create Media Products



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/

