Grade 8 Social Studies: The Constitution

Transfer

ESTABLISHED GOALS:

Competencies:
e Comprehension: Identify and explain concepts,

ideas, and processes in the social sciences in
order to be an informed citizen.

e Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situation, and
arguments using primary and secondary sources
in order to identify and appraise multiple
perspectives as they apply to current and
historical issues.

e Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support
conclusions using specific and relevant evidence
in order to solve complex problems and take
informed action.

Content Standards:

e Distinguishing powers and
responsibilities

e Explaining the varied roles of citizens

e Examining the origins and impact of laws
and agreements

e® Explaining the powers and limitations of
government

e Explaining the origins, functions, and
structure of governments

e Describing the impact of organizations on
people

® Analyzing the influence of ideas and
principles of social and political systems

e Explaining the relevance of personal
interests and perspectives

Students will be able to independently use their learning to become better informed citizens

and active civic particpants.

Meaning

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that...
® societal groups seek to maintain power and wealth.
e that compromise is key when trying to meet the
needs of a diverse group of people.
® people demand protection from governments
abusing their power.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
e How can power be shared?

e How can the rights of all people be protected?

Acquisition

Students will know...

e that the Articles of Confederation were an
ineffective form of government.

e that the Preamble lays out key goals for the
Constitution.

e that the ratification of the United States
Constitution required various compromises.

e That the United States Government is based on
five major principles

Key Terms, Figures, and Events:

Articles of Confederation, Shays’ Rebellion,
Constitutional Convention, Virginia Plan, New Jersey
Plan, 3/5ths Compromise, Bicameral, Popular
Sovereignty, Federalism, Checks and Balances, Rule of
Law, sovereignty, Bill of Rights, Federalists,
Anti-Federalists, James Madison

Students will be skilled at...

explaining the impact of economic decisions

evaluating alternative solutions

analyzing connections in history

analyzing the influence of perspective on the

historical record

explaining cause and effect relationships

evaluating cause and effect relationships

explaining the varied roles of citizens

examining the origins and impact of laws and

agreements

o explaining the origins, functions, and structure
of governments

e applying civic virtues and democratic
principles

e analyzing the influence of ideas and principles
of social and political systems

o explaining the relevance of personal interests
and perspectives

e differentiating among decision making

procedures




® assessing how laws address public issues
e analyzing the causes and effects of public
policies
Content Area Literacy Standards 21 Century Skills
e RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources e Think Creatively
® RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas of information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate .
L . - ® Reason Effectively
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions
e RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a e Manage Goals and Time
bill becomes a law, how interest rates are raised or lowered) e Collaborate with Others
e WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific . .
procedures/experiments, or technical processes ® Interact Effectively with Others
e WHST.6-8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose
and audience have been addressed




