
 Civics: Execu�ve Branch 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.Civ.4.9-12. Explain how the U.S. Cons�tu�on 

 establishes a system of government that has 
 powers, responsibili�es, and limits that have 
 changed over �me and that are s�ll contested. 

 ●  D2.Civ.5.9-12. Evaluate ci�zens’ and ins�tu�ons’ 
 effec�veness in addressing social and poli�cal 
 problems at the local, state, tribal, na�onal, 
 and/or interna�onal level. 

 ●  D2.Civ.6.9-12. Cri�que rela�onships among 
 governments, civil socie�es, and economic 
 markets. 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning  to evaluate the proper role of the 
 en�re US government to make informed decisions. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  the powers of the Presidency have changed 
 and evolved over �me. 

 ●  the office of the Presidency encompasses 
 many overlapping roles and responsibili�es. 

 ●  interac�ons between the President and 
 Congress play a central func�on in 
 policymaking. 

 ●  Presiden�al elec�ons have a significant impact 
 on the development of poli�cal ideology and 
 the func�ons of the federal government. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 ●  Is the execu�ve branch the most important 

 branch of government? 
 ●  How much power should the presidency 

 possess? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  that presidents use powers and perform 
 func�ons of the office to accomplish a policy 
 agenda. 

 ●  the formal and informal powers of the 
 president. 

 ●  that the poten�al for conflict with the Senate 
 depends upon the type of execu�ve branch 
 appointments. 

 ●  that Senate confirma�on is an important 
 check on appointment powers, but the 

 Students will be skilled at… 
 ●  explaining changes over �me. 
 ●  evalua�ng the effec�veness of decisions 

 and decision making. 
 ●  cri�quing rela�onships within systems. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of personal interests 

 and perspec�ves. 
 ●  evalua�ng decision making procedures. 
 ●  evalua�ng the causes and effects of public 

 policies 



 ●  D2.Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact and the 
 appropriate roles of personal interests and 
 perspec�ves on the applica�on of civic virtues, 
 democra�c principles, cons�tu�onal rights, and 
 human rights. 

 ●  D2.Civ.11.9-12. Evaluate mul�ple procedures for 
 making governmental decisions at the local, state, 
 na�onal, and interna�onal levels in terms of the 
 civic purposes achieved. 

 ●  D2.Civ.13.9-12. Evaluate public policies in terms 
 of intended and unintended outcomes, and 
 related consequences. 

 ●  D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, 
 and emerging means of changing socie�es, 
 promo�ng the common good, and protec�ng 
 rights. 

 president’s longest las�ng influence lies in 
 life-tenured judicial appointments. 

 ●  that policy ini�a�ves and execu�ve orders 
 promoted by the president o�en lead to 
 conflict with the congressional agenda. 

 ●  that different perspec�ves on the presiden�al 
 role, ranging from a limited to a more 
 expansive interpreta�on and use of power, 
 con�nue to be debated. 

 ●  that tasks performed by departments, 
 agencies, commissions, and government 
 corpora�ons are represented by: 

 ○  Wri�ng and enforcing regula�ons 
 ○  Issuing fines 
 ○  Tes�fying before Congress 
 ○  Issue networks and “iron triangles” 

 ●  that poli�cal patronage, civil service, and 
 merit system reforms all impact the 
 professionalism, specializa�on, and neutrality 
 of the bureaucracy. 

 ●  that compliance monitoring can pose a 
 challenge to policy implementa�on. 

 ●  that legal protec�ons found in federal 
 legisla�on and the Fi�eenth, Seventeenth, 
 Nineteenth, Twenty-Fourth, and Twenty-Sixth 
 Amendments relate to the expansion of 
 opportuni�es for poli�cal par�cipa�on. 

 ●  the various examples of poli�cal models 
 explaining vo�ng behavior. 

 ●  the factors influencing voter choice. 
 ●  The factors that impact the  process and 

 outcomes in U.S. presiden�al elec�ons. 
 ●  that the winner-take-all alloca�on of votes per 

 state (except Maine and Nebraska) under the 
 setup of the Electoral College compared with 
 the na�onal popular vote for president 
 impacts the debate about whether the 

 ●  analyzing the impact of societal change 
 over �me. 



 Electoral College facilitates or impedes 
 democracy. 

 ●  that federal legisla�on and case law pertaining 
 to campaign finance demonstrate the ongoing 
 debate over the role of money in poli�cal and 
 free speech. 

 ●  that different types of PACs influence elec�ons 
 and policy making through fundraising and 
 spending. 

 Key Terms, figures and events  : 
 Cabinet, lame duck, poli�cal conven�on, roles of the 
 president, Execu�ve agencies, veto, pocket veto, 
 Watergate, 22nd amendment, FDR, Elec�on of 1800, 
 25th Amendment, execu�ve order, State of the Union, 
 appointments, formal/informal powers, foreign policy, 
 War Powers Act, bully pulpit, White House, presiden�al 
 succession, regula�on, Electoral College, bureaucracy, 
 faithless Elector, pardon, patronage, Iron Triangles, 
 execu�ve offices, law enforcement, elec�on process, 
 primaries & general elec�on, presiden�al campaigns, 
 poli�cal pla�orms, grassroots campaign, nuclear 
 football, ranked-choice vo�ng 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.11-12.3  Evaluate various explana�ons for ac�ons or events and determine which explana�on best 

 accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves ma�ers uncertain. 
 ●  RH.11-12.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

 how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison 
 defines   fac�on   in   Federalist   No. 10). 

 ●  WHST.11-12.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
 wri�ng products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or informa�on. 

 ●  WHST.11-12.8  Gather relevant informa�on from mul�ple authorita�ve print and digital sources, using 
 advanced searches effec�vely; assess the strengths and limita�ons of each source in terms of the specific 
 task, purpose, and audience; integrate informa�on into the text selec�vely to maintain the flow of ideas, 
 avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for cita�on 

 ●  Create Media Products 
 ●  Apply Technology Effec�vely 
 ●  Adapt to Change 
 ●  Be Flexible 
 ●  Manage Goals and Time 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/4/



