
 American Music: Founda�ons of American Music (1800s-1940s) 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.His.2.9-12. Analyze change and con�nuity in 

 historical eras. 
 ●  D2.His.5.9-12. Analyze how historical contexts 

 shaped and con�nue to shape people’s 
 perspec�ves. 

 ●  D2.His.11.9-12. Cri�que the usefulness of 
 historical sources for a specific historical inquiry 
 based on their maker, date, place of origin, 
 intended audience, and purpose. 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning to  analyze the roots of American 
 music. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  Na�ve Americans affected the development of 
 American music. 

 ●  American music can trace its roots to 
 immigrants from various cultures. 

 ●  African-American culture and slave spirituals 
 led to the development of blues and jazz. 

 ●  Jazz became the predominant form of 
 American music from the 1920s through the 
 1940s. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 ●  What are the roots of American music? 
 ●  How has mul�culturalism been reflected 

 in American music? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  the ways dis�nc�ve American music began 
 and in what historical contexts. 

 ●  that music was seen as a reflec�on of the 
 poli�cal and economic experience. 

 ●  that ethnic groups built upon the American 
 musical tradi�on and created new subtypes. 

 ●  that music was used historically for release, 
 entertainment and expression. 

 ●  the instruments incorporated into the music 
 during this period. 

 ●  the way and why new musical developments 
 arose during the period. 

 ●  the influen�al music ar�sts from the �me 
 period. 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  analyzing change and con�nuity over �me. 
 ●  analyzing the influences on historical 

 perspec�ves 
 ●  cri�quing the usefulness of historical sources. 



 Key Terms, figures and events  : 
 jazz, rag�me, slave spirituals, Na�ve American music, 
 blues, scat, swing, tempo, planta�on, slaves quarters, 
 North Star, Big Dipper, Drinking Gourd, slave 
 instruments/music, minstrelsy, parlor songs, brass 
 bands, European, Na�ve American, African and La�n 
 American influences., Tin Pan Alley, the Blues, classic 
 blues, Delta blues, Hillbilly Music 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.11-12.1  Cite specific textual evidence to support  analysis of primary and secondary sources, connec�ng 

 insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 
 ●  RH.11-12.7  Integrate and evaluate mul�ple sources  of informa�on presented in diverse formats and media 

 (e.g., visually, quan�ta�vely, as well as in words) in order to address a ques�on or solve a problem. 
 ●  WHST.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development, organiza�on, and style are 

 appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 ●  Work Crea�vely with Others 
 ●  Communicate Clearly 
 ●  Implement Innova�ons 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/7/



