
 Grade 8 Social Studies: Colonial America 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension  : Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis  : Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis  : Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  Analyzing influences on historical 

 perspec�ves 
 ●  Using mul�ple historical sources 
 ●  Using ques�oning techniques to pursue 

 further inquiry  and evaluate cause and 
 effect rela�onships 

 ●  Examining the origins and impact of laws 
 and agreements 

 ●  Describing the impact of organiza�ons on 
 people 

 ●  Explaining the relevance of personal 
 interests and perspec�ves 

 ●  Comparing means of changing society 
 over �me 

 ●  Explaining the impact of decisions on 
 humans and the environment 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning to  be�er understand the present and 
 prepare for the future. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 
 ●  People migrate for economic and religious reasons. 
 ●  People adapt to and modify their environment to 

 meet their needs and wants. 
 ●  Human se�lements vary in terms of their poli�cal, 

 economic and social systems. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 ●  How can land and resources be shared by 

 different peoples? 
 ●  How do differences between people influence 

 their interac�on and rela�onship? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  that many se�lers from Spain treated Na�ve 
 Peoples as slaves.       

 ●  that many se�lers from The Netherlands and 
 France treated Na�ve Peoples as business 
 partners. 

 ●  that the King of England granted charters to the 
 13 original colonies. 

 ●  that the American Colonies were largely le� alone 
 to self-govern. 

 Key Terms, Figures, and Events: 
 conquistador, slave, planta�on, charter, indentured 
 servant, Mayflower Compact, House of Burgesses, 
 sovereignty, Christopher Columbus, Columbian 
 Exchange 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  describing the role of compe��on in specific 
 markets 

 ●  explaining the impact of supply and demand 
 on a market 

 ●  analyzing the role of innova�on in an 
 economy 

 ●  using ques�oning techniques to analyze 
 historical significance 

 ●  analyzing influences on historical perspec�ves 
 ●  analyzing the influence of perspec�ve on the 

 historical record 
 ●  using mul�ple historical sources 
 ●  using ques�oning techniques to pursue 

 further inquiry 
 ●  evalua�ng cause and effect rela�onships 
 ●  examining the origins and impact of laws and 

 agreements 
 ●  explaining the origins, func�ons, and structure 

 of governments 
 ●  comparing means of changing society over 

 �me 



 ●  Explaining how environment influences 
 trade 

 ●  Explaining cause and effect rela�onships 
 and the impact of supply and demand on 
 a market 

 ●  Analyzing the role of innova�on in an 
 economy 

 ●  explaining the impact of decisions on humans 
 and the environment 

 ●  comparing and contras�ng cultural and 
 environmental characteris�cs 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
 ●  RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas of informa�on of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

 summary of the source dis�nct from prior knowledge or opinions 
 ●  RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words or phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

 specific to domains related to history/social studies 
 ●  WHST.6-8.2 Write informa�ve/explanatory texts, including the narra�on of historical events, scien�fic 

 procedures/experiments, or technical processes 
 ●  WHST.6-8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen wri�ng as 

 needed by planning, revising, edi�ng, rewri�ng, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
 and audience have been addressed 

 ●  Reason Effec�vely 
 ●  Collaborate with Others 
 ●  Use and Manage Informa�on 
 ●  Apply Technology Effec�vely 
 ●  Manage Goals and Time 


