
 Law & Ethics: Contemporary Issues in Law 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.Civ.1.9-12. Dis�nguish the powers and 

 responsibili�es of local, state, tribal, na�onal, and 
 interna�onal civic and poli�cal ins�tu�ons. 

 ●  D2.Civ.3.9-12. Analyze the impact of 
 cons�tu�ons, laws, trea�es, and interna�onal 
 agreements on the maintenance of na�onal and 
 interna�onal order. 

 ●  D2.Civ.4.9-12. Explain how the U.S. Cons�tu�on 
 establishes a system of government that has 
 powers, responsibili�es, and limits that have 
 changed over �me and that are s�ll contested. 

 ●  D2.Civ.6.9-12. Cri�que rela�onships among 
 governments, civil socie�es, and economic 
 markets. 

 ●  D2.Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact and the 
 appropriate roles of personal interests and 
 perspec�ves on the applica�on of civic virtues, 
 democra�c principles, cons�tu�onal rights, and 
 human rights. 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning to  evaluate the legal system. 
 Meaning 

 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  change or maintenance of the societal 
 status quo is o�en achieved through the 
 legal system. 

 ●  social movements o�en use the legal 
 system to affect change. 

 ●  current cultural or societal ques�ons are 
 o�en debated in the legal system. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 ●  How is the US legal system being 
 used/influenced by current events? 

 ●  What issues and controversies surround 
 the Supreme Court? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  that the Supreme Court plays a vital role in 
 determining legal ques�ons. 

 ●  that there are many issues and controversies 
 regarding the proper role of the Supreme Court. 

 ●  that current cultural, economic, societal, and 
 poli�cal controversies are o�en reflected in the 
 US legal system. 

 Key Terms, figures and events  : 
 ●  Will vary depending on current events 

 S  tudents will be skilled at… 

 ●  comparing and contras�ng powers and 
 responsibili�es. 

 ●  analyzing factors that impact na�onal and 
 interna�onal affairs. 

 ●  explaining changes over �me. 
 ●  cri�quing rela�onships within systems. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of personal interests 

 and perspec�ves. 
 ●  cri�quing rela�onships within systems. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of personal interests 

 and perspec�ves. 
 ●  evalua�ng decision making procedures. 
 ●  evalua�ng the causes and effects of public 

 policies. 
 ●  analyzing the impact of societal change 

 over �me. 



 ●  D2.Civ.11.9-12. Evaluate mul�ple procedures for 
 making governmental decisions at the local, state, 
 na�onal, and interna�onal levels in terms of the 
 civic purposes achieved. 

 ●  D2.Civ.13.9-12. Evaluate public policies in terms 
 of intended and unintended outcomes, and 
 related consequences. 

 ●  D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, 
 and emerging means of changing socie�es, 
 promo�ng the common good, and protec�ng 
 rights. 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 

 ●  RH.11-12.7  Integrate and evaluate mul�ple sources  of informa�on presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
 visually, quan�ta�vely, as well as in words) in order to address a ques�on or solve a problem. 

 ●  WHST.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development, organiza�on, and style are appropriate to 
 task, purpose, and audience. 

 Work Creatively with Others 
 Communicate Clearly 
 Collaborate with Others 
 Access and Evaluate Information 
 Use and Manage Information 
 Analyze Media 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/7/

