
 Psychology: Unit 3: Sensa�on and Percep�on 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension: Iden�fy and explain concepts, 

 ideas, and processes in the social sciences in 
 order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis: Analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to iden�fy and appraise mul�ple 
 perspec�ves as they apply to current and 
 historical issues. 

 ●  Synthesis: Combine ideas to develop and support 
 conclusions using specific and relevant evidence 
 in order to solve complex problems and take 
 informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  D2.Psy.8.9-12. Explain the complexi�es of human 

 thought and behavior, as well as the factors related to 
 the individual differences among people. 

 ●  D2.Psy.12.9-12. Explain how social, cultural, gender, and 
 economic factors influence behavior and human 
 interac�ons in socie�es around the world. 

 ●  D2.Psy.15.9-12. Use exis�ng evidence and formulate 
 conclusions about psychological phenomena. 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning to  connect how processes within are 
 u�lized to perceive the external environment. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  the various sensory systems of the human 
 body func�on in a par�cular way to detect 
 s�muli 

 ●  the various  psychological theories that apply 
 to how human sensory systems func�on. 

 ●  the physical parts of the human sensory 
 systems func�on in conjunc�on with the brain 
 and nervous system to allow sensa�on and 
 percep�on. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 ●  How does the body and mind perceive the 
 external environment? 

 ●  How do humans learn? 
 ●  How do emo�ons impact behavior? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  the biological make-up of the various human 
 sensory organs and their func�on. 

 ●  the psychological theories that explain the 
 func�on of human sensory systems. 

 ●  the difference between sensa�on and 
 percep�on. 

 ●  the way sensory systems operate in 
 conjunc�on with the brain and the nervous 
 systems to allow sensa�on and percep�on. 

 ●  the typical errors or limita�ons of human 
 sensory detec�on. 

 ●  the differences in emo�on and their influence 
 on human behavior. 

 ●  the difference between operant and classical 
 condi�oning. 

 ●  the processes behind storage and retrieval of 
 informa�on (memory). 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  explaining human thought and behavior, as 
 well as behavioral differences among people. 

 ●  explaining how social, cultural, gender, and 
 economic factors influence behavior. 

 ●  using evidence to draw conclusions in 
 psychology. 



 ●  the processes that create altered states of 
 consciousness. 

 ●  the ways in which  humans communicate 
 using language. 

 Key Terms, figures and events  : 
 consciousness, REM sleep, circadian rhythm, insomnia, 
 narcolepsy, night terrors, sleepwalking, hypnosis, 
 posthypno�c sugges�on, biofeedback, medita�on, 
 psychoac�ve drugs, hallucina�ons, hallucinogens, 
 sensa�on, percep�on, psychophysics, absolute 
 threshold, difference threshold, signal-detec�on 
 theory, pupil, lens, re�na, op�c nerve, binocular fusion, 
 re�nal disparity, auditory nerve, olfactory nerve, 
 ves�bular system, kinesthesis,Gestalt, subliminal 
 messages, mo�on parallax, constancy, extrasensory 
 percep�on, classical condi�oning, neutral s�mulus, 
 uncondi�onal s�mulus, condi�onal s�mulus, condi�on 
 response, generaliza�on, discrimina�on, ex�nc�on, 
 operant condi�oning, reinforcement, secondary 
 reinforcer, primary reinforcer, shaping, response chain, 
 aversive control, escape condi�oning, avoidance 
 condi�oning, social learning, cogni�ve learning, 
 cogni�ve map, latent learning, learned helplessness, 
 modeling, encoding, storage, retrieval, sensory 
 memory, short-term memory, chunking, recogni�on, 
 recall, eide�c memory, image, symbol, rule, 
 metacogni�on, func�onal fixedness, language, 
 phoneme, morpheme, syntax, seman�cs, mo�va�on, 
 ins�ncts, drive, homeostasis, incen�ve, extrinsic 
 mo�va�on, intrinsic mo�va�on, emo�on. 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  Determine the central ideas or informa�on of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 

 of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 
 ●  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing 

 poli�cal, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. 
 ●  Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development, organiza�on, and style are appropriate to 

 task, purpose, and audience. 
 ●  Draw evidence from informa�onal texts to support analysis, reflec�on, and research. 

 ●  Implement Innova�ons 
 ●  Work Crea�vely with Others 


