
 Grade 5:  North America 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  Comprehension  : Iden�fy and explain 

 concepts, ideas, and processes in the 
 social sciences in order to be an 
 informed ci�zen. 

 ●  Analysis  : Analyze sourcing, situa�on, 
 and arguments using primary and 
 secondary sources in order to iden�fy 
 and appraise mul�ple perspec�ves as 
 they apply to current and historical 
 issues. 

 ●  Synthesis  : Combine ideas to develop 
 and support conclusions using specific 
 and relevant evidence in order to solve 
 complex problems and take informed 
 ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  Geo.1.3-5. Construct maps and other graphic 

 representa�ons of both familiar and unfamiliar places. 
 ●  Geo.3.3-5. Use maps of different scales to describe the 

 loca�ons of cultural and environmental characteris�cs. 
 ●  Geo.4.3-5. Explain how culture influences the way 

 people modify and adapt to their environments. 
 ●  Geo.5.3-5. Explain how the cultural and environmental 

 characteris�cs of places change over �me. 
 ●  Geo.7.3-5. Explain how cultural and environmental 

 characteris�cs affect the distribu�on and movement of 
 people, goods, and ideas. 

 ●  Geo.8.3-5. Explain how human se�lements and 
 movements relate to the loca�ons and use of various 
 natural resources. 

 Transfer 
 Students will be able to independently use their learning to  act as responsible ci�zens, 
 making informed decisions. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 
 ●  social structure and culture work in tandem to shape 

 socie�es, but are not completely rigid. 
 ●  all individuals are impacted by social change, which 

 refers to the transforma�on of culture, social 
 ins�tu�ons, and social structure over �me. 

 ●  each place on Earth has a unique set of local 
 condi�ons and connec�ons to other places. 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 ●  How does where we live influence how 

 we live? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  that loca�ons can be described using la�tude and 
 longitude. 

 ●  that the geographic characteris�cs of North America 
 can be described using symbols and map legends. 

 ●  that the diverse geography of Mexico (regions, 
 states, rivers, mountains, deserts, landforms, 
 oceans, seas, gulfs, etc…) can be located on a map. 

 ●  that North American countries have geographic and 
 poli�cal boundaries. 

 ●  the loca�on of North American countries in rela�on 
 to one another, and the rest of the world. 

 ●  the physical characteris�cs of Mexico and Canada 
 including the climate, vegeta�on, wildlife, and 
 natural resources.* 

 ●  the key cultural characteris�cs of North American 
 countries. 

 ●  tradi�ons, language, arts, architecture, 
 literature, dance, music 

 ●  religions and beliefs 
 ●  cultural contribu�ons 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  construc�ng and using regional maps and 
 other graphic representa�ons. 

 ●  describing, explaining, and analyzing impact. 
 ●  explaining change over �me 
 ●  explaining rela�onships between natural 

 resources and human movement and 
 se�lement.   

 ●  explaining cultural and environmental 
 characteris�cs.      

 ●  comparing informa�on provided by different 
 historical sources. 

 ●  explaining the probable causes and effects of 
 historical events and developments 

 ●  crea�ng and using a chronological sequence to 
 compare synchronous events.   



 ●  Geo.9.3-5. Analyze the effects of catastrophic 
 environmental and technological events on human 
 se�lements and migra�on. 

 ●  Geo.10.3-5. Explain why environmental characteris�cs 
 vary among different world regions. 

 ●  His.2.3-5. Compare life in specific historical �me periods 
 to life today. 

 ●  His.4.3-5. Explain why individuals and groups during the 
 same historical period differed in their perspec�ves. 

 ●  His.5.3-5. Explain connec�ons among historical contexts 
 and people’s perspec�ves at the �me. 

 ●  His.6.3-5. Describe how people’s perspec�ves shaped 
 the historical sources they created. 

 ●  His.14.3-5. Explain probable causes and effects of events 
 and developments. 

 ●  His.16.3-5. Use evidence to develop a claim about the 
 past. 

 ●  His.17.3-5. Summarize the central claim in a secondary 
 work of history. 

 ●  Eco.1.3-5. Compare the benefits and costs of individual 
 choices. 

 ●  Eco.2.3-5. Iden�fy posi�ve and nega�ve incen�ves that 
 influence the decisions people make. 

 ●  Eco.3.3-5. Iden�fy examples of the variety of resources 
 (human capital, physical capital, and natural resources) 
 that are used to produce goods and services. 

 ●  Eco.4.3-5. Explain why individuals and businesses 
 specialize and trade. 

 ●  sports and leisure ac�vi�es 
 ●  the characteris�cs of tradi�onal, market, and 

 command economic systems. 
 ●  the major natural resources and industries of 

 Mexico, Canada, and the USA. 
 ●  that countries trade with other countries to meet 

 economic needs and wants. 
 ●  the products North American countries import 

 from, and export to, other Western Hemisphere 
 markets. 

 vocabulary:  la�tude, longitude, Equator, Prime 
 Meridian, free market economy, NAFTA, import, export, 
 resource, map legend, poli�cal map, historical map, 
 resource map, climate map, physical map 

 ●  explaining differing perspec�ves and the 
 connec�ons between perspec�ve and 
 historical context. 

 ●  inferring audience and purpose from a source.   
 ●  using informa�on about a source to judge its 

 usefulness.   
 ●  using evidence to develop a claim. 
 ●  comparing economic choices, and explaining 

 factors that influence decisions and decision 
 making.     

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 

 ●  RH.6-8.4 D  ETERMINE  THE  MEANING  OF  WORDS  AND  PHRASES  AS  THEY  ARE  USED  IN  A  TEXT  ,  INCLUDING  VOCABULARY  SPECIFIC  TO 

 DOMAINS  RELATED  TO  HISTORY  /  SOCIAL  STUDIES 

 ●  RH. 6-8.5 D  ESCRIBE  HOW  A  TEXT  PRESENTS  INFORMATION  (  E  .  G  ..  SEQUENTIALLY  ,  COMPARATIVELY  ,  CASUALLY  ) 
 ●  WHST.6-8.2 W  RITE  INFORMATIVE  /  EXPLANATORY  TEXTS  ,  INCLUDING  THE  NARRATION  OF  HISTORICAL  EVENTS  ,  SCIENTIFIC 

 PROCEDURES  /  EXPERIMENTS  ,  OR  TECHNICAL  PROCESSES  . 
 ●  WHST 6-8.7 C  ONDUCT  SHORT  RESEARCH  PROJECTS  TO  ANSWER  A  QUESTION  (  INCLUDING  A  SELF  -  GENERATED  QUESTION  ), 

 DRAWING  ON  SEVERAL  SOURCES  AND  GENERATING  ADDITIONAL  RELATED  ,  FOCUSED  QUESTIONS  THAT  ALLOW  FOR  MULTIPLE  AVENUES 

 OF  EXPLORATION  . 

 ●  make judgments and decisions 
 ●  work crea�vely with others 
 ●  communicate clearly 
 ●  access and evaluate informa�on 


