
 Gr. 6 Social Studies:  Need for Government 
 Stage 1 Desired Results 

 ESTABLISHED GOALS: 

 Competencies: 
 ●  students will iden�fy and explain concepts, ideas, 

 and processes in the social sciences in order to be 
 an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  students will analyze sourcing, situa�on, and 
 arguments using primary and secondary sources 
 in order to be an informed ci�zen. 

 ●  students will Combine ideas to develop and 
 support conclusions using specific and relevant 
 evidence in order to solve complex problems and 
 take informed ac�on. 

 Content Standards: 
 ●  Civ 1: Dis�nguishing powers and responsibili�es 
 ●  Civ 2: Explaining the varied roles of ci�zens 
 ●  Civ 3: Examining the origins and impact of laws and 

 agreements 
 ●  Civ 4: Explaining the powers and limita�ons of 

 government 
 ●  Civ 5: Explaining the origins, func�ons, and structure of 

 governments 
 ●  Civ 6: Describing the impact of organiza�ons on people 
 ●  Civ 7 Applying civic virtues and democra�c principles 
 ●  Civ 8: Analyzing the influence of ideas and principles of 

 social and poli�cal systems 
 ●  Civ 9: Comparing varied delibera�ve processes 
 ●  Civ 10: Explaining the relevance of personal interests and 

 perspec�ves 
 ●  Civ 11: Differen�a�ng among decision making procedures 
 ●  Civ 12: Assessing how laws address public issues 
 ●  Civ13: Analyzing the causes and effects of public policies 
 ●  Civ 14: Comparing means of changing society over �me 

 Transfer 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning  to think cri�cally about na�onal 
 events and evaluate the events’  impact on their lives as ci�zens of the United States. 

 Meaning 
 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
 Students will understand that… 

 ●  government is needed 
 ●  there are different forms of government 
 ●  there are mul�ple roles of law in government 

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 ●  Why is government needed? 

 Acquisi�on 
 Students will know… 

 ●  that government is needed for a variety of 
 reasons such as, to keep the territory held 
 together, protect us from law breakers, keep 
 our day-to-day lives stable and safe, protect us 
 from foreign invasions, and to help the 
 exchange of money, goods, and trade with 
 other countries. 

 ●  that effec�ve governments exist to provide 
 services such as, to protect the rights of 
 ci�zens, provide services people need, build 
 and maintain roads, bridges, schools, 
 hospitals, etc., provide police and fire 
 protec�on, construct libraries, parks, and 
 playgrounds, protect us from enemies 
 (military), and maintain law and order. 

 ●  that there are 3 branches of government in 
 the U.S. 

 ●  the roles and limita�ons of each branch. 
 ●  that there are 3 levels of government in the 

 U.S. 
 ●  the roles and limita�ons of each level. 
 ●  that there are mul�ple types of governments 

 around the world. 

 Students will be skilled at… 

 ●  dis�nguishing powers and responsibili�es. 
 ●  explaining the powers and limita�ons of 

 government. 
 ●  explaining the origins, func�ons, and structure 

 of governments. 
 ●  applying civic virtues and democra�c 

 principles. 
 ●  analyzing the influence of ideas and principles 

 of social and poli�cal systems. 



 ●  the origin of democracy in the US. 
 ●  that the bill of rights is an evolving list of our 

 rights as Americans. 
 ●  that the cons�tu�on and the bill of rights are 

 open to interpreta�on that can cause laws to 
 vary state to state. 

 ●  the process by which a bill becomes a law. 
 ●  that no one branch has more power than the 

 other. 
 ●  the role of poli�cal par�es. 
 ●  that history and historical perspec�ves can 

 differ based on outside influences. 

 vocabulary: 
 Preamble, Jus�ce, domes�c tranquility, welfare, 
 Execu�ve branch, Legisla�ve branch, Judicial branch, 
 local government, state government, federal 
 government, monarchy, absolute monarchy, limited 
 monarchy, dictatorship, autocracy, democracy, direct 
 democracy, representa�ve democracy, republic, 
 oligarchy, theocracy, anarchy, patrio�sm, bill of rights, 
 laws, judicial process, veto 

 Content Area Literacy Standards  21  st  Century Skills 
 ●  RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words or phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 

 to domains related to history/social studies 
 ●  RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual informa�on (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

 informa�on in print and digital texts 
 ●  RH.6-8.8 Dis�nguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text 
 ●  WHST.6-8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish wri�ng and present the 

 rela�onships between informa�on and ideas clearly and efficiently 
 ●  WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informa�onal texts to support analysis, reflec�on, and research 

 ●  Reason Effec�vely 
 ●  Make Judgements and Decisions 
 ●  Solve Problems 
 ●  Think Crea�vely 
 ●  Interact Effec�vely with Others 


