Gr. 7 Social Studies: River Valley Civilizations

Transfer

ESTABLISHED GOALS:
Competencies:

e students will demonstrate the ability to identify
and explain concepts, ideas, and processes in the
social sciences in order to be an informed citizen.

e students will demonstrate the ability to analyze
sourcing, situation, and arguments using
primary and secondary sources in order to
identify and appraise multiple perspectives as
they apply to current and historical issues.

e students will demonstrate the ability to combine
ideas to develop and support conclusions using
specific and relevant evidence in order to solve
complex problems and take informed action.

Content Standards:

® Geo 5 Comparing and contrasting cultural and
environmental characteristics

® Geo 8 Analyzing the relationships between
humans and their environment

® Geo 9 Evaluating the influence of environmental
change

® Geo 11 Explaining how environment influences
trade

e Econ 5 Explaining the benefit of money in
exchange

® Geo 10 & 12 Analyzing and explaining cause and
effect relationships

e Econ 1 Explaining the impact of economic
decisions

e Econ 7 Analyzing the role of innovation in an
economy

e Econ 8 Explaining the influence of benefits and
costs

e Econ 14 Explaining the influences that impact
trade

Students will be able to independently use their learning to analyze and synthesize their
research to communicate thoughtful conclusions to any problem they are presented with.

Meaning

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that...

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

e people, places, and ideas change over time. e What makes a culture unique?
e cultures are held together by shared beliefs e Why do civilizations rise and fall?
and common practices and values.
e movement of people, goods, and ideas causes
societies to change over time.
Acquisition

Students will know...

that technology led to the expansion and
survival of early civilizations.

that the agricultural revolution allowed
people to set up permanent settlements.
that there are many similarities that the River
Valley civilizations shared.

the Mesopotamian ideas and inventions that
have passed on to other civilizations.

that the earliest civilizations developed in
Mesopotamia.

that Babylon was an important city in the
ancient world.

that the Nile River was important to the
ancient Egyptians.

the characteristics of ancient Egyptian religion
and society.

the factors that led to the rise and fall of the
ancient Egyptian empire.

that Egypt influenced other kingdoms.

that geography shaped the development of
China’s civilization.

the reasons why Shang rulers were able to
remain powerful.

Students will be skilled at...

comparing and contrasting cultural and
environmental characteristics.

analyzing the relationships between humans
and their environment.

analyzing and explaining cause and effect
relationships.

explaining the impact of economic decisions.
analyzing the role of innovation in an
economy.

explaining the influences that impact trade.
analyzing connections in history.

using questioning techniques to analyze
historical significance.

evaluating the limitations of historical
evidence.

analyzing and explaining influences on
historical perspectives.

using multiple historical sources.

evaluating primary and secondary sources.
organizing evidence into a coherent argument.
explaining the origins, functions, and structure
of governments.

distinguishing powers and responsibilities.




e His 1 Analyzing connections in history e the ways society and government were e explaining the varied roles of people in a
His 3 Using questioning techniques to analyze influenced by Chinese thinkers. society.
historical significance e the changes the Qin emperor made to unite
e His 10 Evaluating the limitations of historical China.
evidence e that life improved under the Han rulers.
e His 4 &5 Analyzing and explaining influences on e that China and the rest of the world benefited
historical perspectives from the Silk Road.
e His 11 Using multiple historical sources e the reasons Buddhism became popular.
His 12 Evaluating secondary sources
e His 16 Organizing evidence into a coherent vocabulary:
argument Paleolithic, nomads, technology, ice age, domesticate,
e Civ. 3 Explaining the origins, functions, and neolithic, systematic agriculture, specialization, shrine,
structure of governments silt, irrigation, surplus, city-state, polytheism, ziggurat,
e Civ. 1 Distinguishing powers and responsibilities cuneiform, scribe, epic, empire, tribute, province,
e Civ. 2 Explaining the varied roles of citizens caravan, astronomer, cataract, delta, shadoof,
papyrus, hieroglyphics, dynasty, theocracy, pharaoh,
bureaucrat, embalming, pyramid, envoy, aristocrat,
ancestor, pictograph, ideograph, bureaucracy,
hereditary, Mandate of Heaven, Dao, Confucianism,
Daoism, legalism, filial piety, censor, currency, civil
service, tenant farmer, acupuncture
Content Area Literacy Standards 21 Century Skills
e RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources e Use and Manage Information
® RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information with other information in print and digital texts . .
e WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are ® |Interact Effectively with Others
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience e Communicate Clearly
e WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research e Apply Technology Effectively

e WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content




